Installation Speech by Master Jacqueline Burrows, 2 June 2026

Wardens, Visiting Masters, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is an enormous honour – and quite daunting - to stand here as the 73rd Master of the Tobacco Pipe Makers and Tobacco Blenders since our revival in 1954.
After that brilliant speech by Past Master Elise, it seems right to begin with a cricketing confession. For some years now I have been padded up in the pavilion, watching others take their turn at the crease and waiting nervously for the call to go in.
Well, the moment has finally arrived, and I now feel rather like the tail-end batsman who is told, “Just go out there and try not to make things worse!”
My innings will certainly be challenging, following the tremendous year led by our Immediate Past Master Tony Scanlan and his Consort Maggie. Unlike cricket, however, there is no chance of me declaring early, because I intend to enjoy every minute of the next twelve months!
I would like to thank my husband Simon for agreeing to act as scorer, bus driver, sandwich-maker and occasional umpire, and our son Tom for telling me simply to get out there and have a good thrash.
As the third Lady Master in the Company's 400 years, I can only hope to be as good as my high-scoring predecessors, Past Masters Fiona Adler and Elise Rasmussen. Elise, thank you for your friendship and support over many years and for your generous words today.
And now it gives me great pleasure to present you with the traditional clay churchwarden pipe. Coals to Newcastle perhaps, but still our gold standard of gift-giving.  
I am also delighted to welcome our two newest Freemen who were admitted today: Patrick Cusworth and Peter Williams. Please would you stand?
You are both now members of a Company with a fascinating history, strong friendships, an excellent reputation and a remarkable ability to turn a two-hour lunch into a minor state occasion.
Members of the Company, please join me in welcoming Patrick and Peter.
We are grateful to the Worshipful Company of Saddlers and the Prime Warden for the use of this magnificent Hall, and to Searcys for looking after us so well today.
I would also like to thank our newly installed Fourth Warden, Rae Maile, for welcoming our guests so elegantly and of course our Honourable Clerk, Sandra, as well as Bill, Sue and our Beadle Dan for all their hard work in making this such a wonderful occasion.
It means a great deal to see so many members, guests, family and friends here today. Thank you for sharing this special occasion with us. 
Most importantly, I want to thank Tony and Maggie for all they have done over the past year. Serving as Master requires time, patience, diplomacy and stamina — rather like captaining a village cricket team where nobody understands Duckworth-Lewis, rain is threatening, and at least one member has disappeared to the bar.
Throughout the year Tony and Maggie have represented the Company with generosity, humour and style. They have been wonderful ambassadors, and it gives me great pleasure to present Tony with his Immediate Past Master's badge, cap and pipe — sadly no slippers.
And I invite my Consort Simon to present Maggie with her Past Consort's badge.
[some jokes inserted here]
I begin my year as Master benefiting from the fantastic work done by Tony, Henry and previous Past Masters.  But there’s always more to do, and I know I can rely on your support as we continue to develop this amazing Company for a strong future. 
Yes, we do have a reputation to maintain as the Company that enjoys itself more than any other.
But what makes us truly special is not that we have fun, or that we support so many charities with such generosity.  Our 17th century motto was the biblical quotation: “Let brotherly love continue”, and it is the warmth, friendship and support that we offer to one another, whether long-serving Liverymen or new Freemen, that is our greatest strength and my theme for the year ahead.
So, this is the start of a new innings. While I can’t promise a century before tea, I do promise to try and keep the scoreboard moving in roughly the right direction.
Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you.
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