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IN REFLECTING IN THIS ISSUE ON HIS YEA
on our reputation as a Livery Company. His wor

AS MASTER, Roger Merton comments with some pride
s seem to be well justified but perhaps on some occasions
the Master deserves more support. The 1996 Carol Concert which he describes as one of his “firsts” was a case
in point. Those who attended in the beautiful Church of St Michael’s Cornhill were able to enjoy not only the
wonderful singing of the choir and some fine organ music but what was altogether a most uplifting service.
All those who were responsible for its organisation are to be much congratulated. So the message is loud and
clear. Do not miss the 1997 service. '

@ 3rd DECEMBER 1997
6.30pm Carol Service St Michaels Cornhill.
7.30pm Supper at Simpson's Tavern.

@ 20th JANUARY 1998
Court Meeting, and Dinner at Merchant
Taylors Hall.

© 5th MARCH 1998
Shooting Competition with HQ Co London
Reg't.

© 24th MARCH )
Election Court Meeting and Ladies Lunch
Glaziers Hall.

@ 15th MAY 1998
Master's Reception. Visit to Knole at 3.30pm,
followed by tour of Sevenoaks School and

dinner with the Headmaster and staff at 7pm.

The triumphant team of ROBIN PHILPOTT, ALEC
MURRAY, IAN KIMMINS and JOHN ROBSON
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Our Golf Team - Alec Murray, John Robson,

Robin Philpott and Ian Kimmins achieved a

memorable victory in this year’s Prince

Arthur Cup held at Walton Heath on 15th
May. Two years previously the team had
finished at such a lowly level that no place
had been guaranteed for the 1996
competition.

‘The Pipe Makers team was first off at 8.00
am accompanied by a friendly Stationers
Company team - many times winners. Our
first pair of Alec Murray and Ian Kimmins
experienced a shaky start but inspired by
some fine tee shots by the former, they soon
began to produce much steadier golf. The
points began to mount and just behind them
John Robson and Robin Philpott were
producing the goods. In the event Alec
Murray and his partner produced the best
score of the morning. At lunchtime the team
captain sniffed victory in the air and had to
be calmed by his team mates and restrained

from indulging in too much Club Claret!

The afternoon round was less successful than
the morning’s round but, in the event, good
enough to win the Competition. Having

been first off there was an agonisingly long

wait for the result to be declared but the Pipe
Makers team produced the only plus score
of the day (Plus 1) with the runners up being
the Worshipful Company of Bakers, having
a score of Minus 1. 56 Livery Companies
were represented. On being presented with
the Cup, Alec Murray thanked the organisers
and said that he and his fellow team mates
had been spurred on by the Pipe Makers
Bridge Team which had won the Inter Livery
Bridge Competition with some regularity.
“We felt it was our time to do something”.
o
So how was it all done. Was it those words
in the first newsletter “Your correspondent
has not checked the position but has a
sneaking feeling that over the years the
Company has always been 27th or
thereabouts”. Or was it the fact that the
team actually practised together a fortnight
or so prior to the Competition when, as your
correspondent recollects, there was a non too
serious discussion about tactics and at the end
of a pleasant afternoon’s golf a small amount
of money changed hands?
o

In addition to the magnificent Prince Arthur
Cup which was on display at the Installation
Lunch the team also won the sweep of
£360.00 and which was donated to the

Benevolent Fund Trustees.
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To say that being Master of a Livery Company is a great honour

and privilege is an understatement.

It is the pinnacle of one’s

Livery life and one to which every Liveryman aspires.

The last year has borne this out for
me but on June 12¢h it all came to
I look back with fond

memories over a year in which the

an end.

Company achieved three firsts:-

the first Carol Service

the first Newsletter

the first victory in the Livery Golf
Competition

and I wish to thank everyone who
enabled them to take place.

I discovered, as my predecessors had
often told me, that our reputation
as a Livery Company in the City is
highly regarded. Ihave made many
friends, both in the City and outside,
and everywhere [ went [ was greeted
with real friendship and was
generously entertained.

On behalf of the Company I have
been privileged to attend some 60
meetings, presentations and dinners.
These have varied from many Livery
Company dinners to the Riding for
the Disabled Carol Service, to the
Lord Mayor’s Dinner at the Mansion
House, to standing on London
Bridge at 07.30 am for 2 hours
collecting for the Red Cross, to a
dinner given by the Corporation of
London for the Mayor of Chicago,
to the London Regiment -v- The
Pipe MakersCompany Shooting
Competition, to the Cutlers Feast
and visit to the Sheffield Hallam

University, to a Buckingham Palace
Garden Party, to the Election of The
Lord Mayor, to the United Guilds
Service, to the visit to Ironbridge and
the Broseley Pipe Works, to the
annual visitation to Sevenoaks School
to interview our Scholars, to the
annual Livery Companies Visit to the
Black Country Museum. All in all
an action packed year. My waistline
has suffered, but so-be it!

It would be invidious to single out
any one person to thank in
particular, but I thank you all for
allowing me, hopefully, to continue
to uphold the Company’s good
name. [ have been proud to have
been your Master and I wish my

successor an equally enjoyable year.

In our first Issue the Chairman of
the Benevolent Fund Trustees, John
Solomon, gave a general summary
of the Fund’s activities.
talks a little more about the
Sevenoaks Scene ...

He now

The Benevolent Fund’s principal
charity is Sevenoaks School where we
have 19 scholars. Tommy Cookson
took over as Headmaster last
September. He and his wife, Carol,
came to the
Southampton where he had been
Headmaster of King Edward VI
school.

school from

Tommy was educated at Winchester
College and Balliol College, Oxford.

“his attendance

The new Headmaster of Sevenoaks School
TOMMY COOKSON and his wife CAROL

He teaches English Literature and
Latin and has taught at Winchester,
Hopkins Grammar School in
Newhaven, Connecticut
Manchester Grammar School. Carol
was brought up in Sri Lanka and has
worked for the United Nations in
New York before joining the Foreign

and

Office and going to Kuala Lumpur.
They have 3 daughters, two at
University and one at Sevenoaks.
Tommy'’s particular interests are the
theatre (he has produced plays - and
even films!) and most sports,
especially golf and the Governors
would be well advised to check
duringany
of the

golf classics.

The school has some 940 pupils,
about a third are boarders and there
are almost as many girls as boys. Our
scholars range from 13 to 18 years
of age and currently comprise 10
girls and 9 boys. The school
unusually has intakes at three
different ages - 13, 15 and 17. The
latter are more usually from overseas
and attend one of the two
international houses, where scholars
tend to take the International
Baccalaureate which is a speciality
of the school. Many of our scholars
are in addition gifted athletically and
we have a girl who has represented

England Under 18s at show







