IssUE No 1 - WINTER 1997

SOME YEARS AGO the first of the Livery Company newsletters started to appear whereupon, in the course of
time, the then Clerk and your ptesent very amateur editor suggested that the Tobacco Pipe Makers Company should
produce its own newsletter. The object of the exercise is quite simply to inform the Livery of what we are doing and
what we are trying to achieve. I hope you will enjoy this first edition and may I thank all who have assisted in its
production including John Solomon for his article on the Benevolent Fund the Clerk, Katie Tapponnier and above

all Gallahers for their great help in puttmg together the various art1cles into what I hope is a presentable form.
IAN KIMMIN S
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¢ 10th MARCH
Inter Livery Bridge Competition at
Plaisterers Hall.

¢ 14th MARCH
United Guilds Setvice, St Pauls.

¢ 18th MARCH

Court Meeting and Ladies Lunch at
Glaziers Hall (Court and their Ladies
only).

¢ 7th MAY
Masters Reception at Globe Theatre

(All members and guests).

¢ 15th MAY
Prince Arthur Golf Cup Competition,

Walton Heath.

¢ 7th JUNE
Ironbridge Livery weekend.

& 12th JUNE

Installation Court and Luncheon at
Barber Surgeons Hall.

& 24th JUNE
Common Hall Election of Sheriffs.

ROGER MERTON (photographed at the Mansion House) was installed as Master in June
Livery Golf Day, Woking G.C. last. He is the fourth Master of the Company to have followed his father into the chair.

@ 3rd JULY

As in 1995 on the occasion of Stephen Preedy’s installation, when there were three generations

¢ 10th JULY of Preedys present, the Merton family kept up the good record!
Globe Theatre Gala Performance with

o Roger is well known in the trade and is Managing Director of Merton & Falcon. He is married
other liveries.

to Jennifer and their two children, Sally and Jeremy, are both Liverymen of the Company.
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JOHN SOLOMON, the Chairman of the Benevolent Fund Trustees, summarises in
the following article the current activities of the Fund. His Co Trustees are John
Adler, Nicholas Freemaﬁ, Derek Harris, Stephen Preedy and Alec Murray. The
Secretary to the Trustees is John Maxwell. We can surely be proud of all that our

Benevolent Fund has achieved and continues to achieve. But can we be proud of

those nasty statistics in John Solomon’s final paragraph ...

Over many years the Benevolent Fund has
been able to embrace more causes than the
- two specifically mentioned in its trust deed.
These are Sevenoaks School and the Tobacco
Trade Benevolent Association. The latter had
no need of our help for many years but some
half a dozen years ago we started making a
grant to them, though we do not do so at
the present time.
°
Sevenoaks School is our prime charity and
we currently provide 18 scholarships
amounting to 20% of the day fees, and two
special scholarships in honour of Frank
Warwick, a Past Master and our original
contact with the School, worth almost 50%
of the fees, and of Alan Tammadge, a
previous Headmaster, valued at just over
25%. We are instituting an additional special
scholarship next year marking the
Headmastership of Richard Barker who has
just retired after 15 years. This is valued at
almost one third of the fees and the Alan
Tammadge award is being increased to the
same level.
o

Our association with the School is not
confined to sending them cheques to cover
these. Each year the Master, Senior and
Renter Wardens, together with three of the
Trustees of the Benevolent Fund and the
Clerk and Assistant Clerk visit the School
and “interview” our scholars. What may
seem a daunting prospect for them is not so
in reality. They come into the Headmaster’s
drawing room in groups of three and the
Master leads the way with enquiries about
their progress, interests and hobbies. We all
have a crib about them which helps us to
steer the questions towards their particular
interests but we always find it so encouraging
that they all talk so freely and easily. ‘The
interviews last about a quarter of an hour.
There was a famous occasion when the

Master, with a twinkle in his eye, tried to

extract some candid opinions of the
Headmaster (who is of course present) from
one set of senior scholars!

]
The Trustees sponsor an annual concert at
the School in honour of Alan Adler, our first
Master, and who was Master again at the
time the association with the School started.
This concert now forms part of the Sevenoaks
Festival which lasts for two weeks and which
comprises plays, recitals, reviews, concerts
and other entertainment, often featuring
celebrities. The Master also attends Open
Day on the last day of the summer term
when prizes are awarded and a number of
exhibitions can be visited.

e
Because we are one of the biggest
benefactors, the Company has the right to
nominate a Governor. This position is
normally held by the Chairman of the
Trustees and which all helps to build and
cement our relationships with the School.
At the Guildhall School of Music and Drama
we provide 3 scholarships, each of one year’s
duration, usually for aspiring singers who
stay on for an extra year. Our contact is
limited but one of the singers normally
comes to our January Dinner and provides a
short performance after the meal. On
occasions Trustees, the Master or Wardens
have attended the annual musical put on by
the School which is always of a most
professional standard.

°
At Barts Hospital we provide one scholarship
for an Intercalated course (it covers a "gap’
year when they get practical experience of
their particular branch of medicine, often
working with local GPs or in parts of the
Hospital). More recently we have invited this
student to one of our Juncheons so that we
may get to know them a little better.

These three projects have been going for

many years, together with an annual grant
to the London Federation of Boys Clubs (now
known as the London Federation of CIUJ"‘\\
for Young People). Only a few years ago w.
were able to embrace two new causes. Riding
for the Disabled at Barrow Farm, near
Chelmsford, has been a most worthwhile
venture. Each branch of this organisation
has to raise its own funds and Barrow Farm
has been struggling hard to fund their
operation, to some extent through great self
sacrifice by the Mitchell family who run it.
It is really something to go to their Carol
Service, led by the Bishop of Chelmsford.
Some of the children need three helpers but
the enthusiasm in their faces is wonderful.
Another recent addition to our list is the
Arundel Castle Cricket Foundation. This
may seem an unusual choice but this is a
cricket school giving opportunities for boys
(and girls) from schools in Southern England
which do not have sports facilities to attend
the indoor school for up to three days and
matches take place regularly throughout the
summer. We have so far sponsored four
“scholars” - promising lads of about 17 who
are taught not only how to play cricket but
how to teach others, ground management,
and indeed all aspects of the sport. Of our
first two scholars, one now plays regularly
for the Sussex 2nd XI (and occasionally for
the first team) and another is on the ground
staff at Lords.

o
How do we afford to do this? Over many
years we have built up a capital fund, the
income from which is dispensed in the grants
we give and we are able to add a little to this
most years. We rely heavily on covenants and
donations and it is sad to realise that 40% of
Liverymen and 75% of Freemen do not
subscribe. If you should be one of these the
Clerk or Assistant Clerk will be delighted to
deal with your request for a covenant form -
alternatively a donation, however small, is
always welcome. After all, £10 is only half a

dozen gin and tonics!
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WELCOME TO Ivan Garwood who was

admitted to the Freedom of the Company

by Redemption in June last. Rumour has it
that he could be a useful member of the golf

team.







